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òThe primary and most important mode of transmission 

for COVID-19 is through close contact from person-to-

person. Based on data from lab studies on COVID-19 and 

what we know about similar respiratory diseases, it may 

be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a 

surface or object that has the virus on it and then 

touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but 

this isnõt thought to be the main way the virus spreads.ó

-CDC Media Statement, May 22, 2020

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0522 -cdc-

updates-covid-transmission.html

Background - Transmission
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https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0522-cdc-updates-covid-transmission.html


ÅNEDCC Preservation 

Leaflet 3.5: 

https://www.nedcc.org

/free -

resources/preservatio

n-leaflets/3. -

emergency-

management/3.5 -

disinfecting-books

Disinfecting Books & Other Collections
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Åhttps://www.webjunction.org/explore -topics/COVID-

19-research-project.html

ÅResults from Tests 1-3 are published

ÅFurther research results to be published late summer

Disinfecting Books & Other Collections
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ÅPlain paper 

pages

ÅPaperback & 

hardcover book 

covers

ÅDVD cases

ÅArchival folders

ÅPlastic book 

covers

3-Day Quarantine

Photo by Patrick Tomassoon Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@impatrickt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/book?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


ÅGlossy book 

pages

ÅMagazine pages

ÅChildrenõs board 

books

ÅBraille paper 

pages

4-Day Quarantine

Photo by Maarten van den Heuvelon Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@mvdheuvel?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/magazines?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


7-Day Quarantine

ÅStainless steel

ÅMixed materials

ÅAny collection 

item a curator is 

uncertain of

Digital image courtesy of the Getty's Open 

Content Program: https://bit.ly/3gnSoCv



Quarantine Space



ÅDo not attempt to disinfect archival materials, museum 

objects, or other valuable collections unless under the 

guidance of a conservator.

ÅWhen in doubt, contact a conservator!

ÅNEDCCõs Preservation Leaflet 7.7 òChoosing and Working 

with a Conservatoró: https://bit.ly/31nMkWo

ÅUsing liquid disinfectants is not recommended 

ÅUV ray exposure is not recommended

ÅPlacing materials in a microwave is not recommended 

and can start a fire

ÅFogging disinfectants are not recommended in 

collections spaces 

Disinfecting Books & Other Collections
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Staff Safety
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ÅUse powder-free nitrile or latex 

gloves such as these: 

https://www.gaylord.com/Preservati

on/Conservation-Supplies/Gloves/4-

mil-Powder-Free-Nitrile-Gloves-

%28100-Pack%29/p/HYB09147

ÅWear gloves when moving materials 

into quarantine

ÅDispose of gloves after use and 

wash hands in accordance to CDC 

guidelines: 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/

when-how-handwashing.html

https://www.gaylord.com/Preservation/Conservation-Supplies/Gloves/4-mil-Powder-Free-Nitrile-Gloves-(100-Pack)/p/HYB09147
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html


Staff Safety

https://www.artservicesworkersafetycoalition.com/
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https://www.artservicesworkersafetycoalition.com/


Hand Sanitizer

Aging of coated and uncoated 

papers in a temperature and 

humidity controlled oven. 

ÅLibrary of Congress, òImpacts of 

Hand Sanitizers on Collections 

Materialsó 

https://www.loc.gov/preservation/s

cientists/projects/sanitize.html

ÅIncreases degradation of coated 

and noncoated papers

ÅAlcohol-based hand sanitizers 

showed the most significant 

changes

ÅHand washingis recommended 

instead. 
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Preparing Collections for Closure

ÅLimited monitoring capabilities increases potential 
impact of:

ÅSecurity issues

ÅWater incursion

ÅMold

ÅPests

ÅAICCM, òDealing with Unexpected Closuresó 
https://bit.ly/2QkDnXP

ÅCCI Note, òClosing a Museum for the Winteró 
https://bit.ly/2RApWnp

ÅPartner with facilities and other essential staff

ÅRemote monitoring options:

ÅHOBO RX3000: https://bit.ly/34ChmtU
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Emergency Preparedness
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